Philadelphia/New York Theatre Tour
Monday, April 13 – Monday, April 20, 2020
MONDAY 4/13
TBA
Arrive at Philadelphia International Airport and take a 15-28-minute Uber/Lyft/taxi ride to the
Philadelphia Renaissance Downtown hotel located at 401 Chestnut Street. Our hotel is one of
Philadelphia’s most beautiful 4 Diamond boutique hotels located in the center of the Historic
District only steps away from the Liberty Bell and Independence Hall. All 150 guest rooms
overlooking Independence Park boast 400 plus
square feet of luxury. Our rooms encourage
both relaxation and creativity during your visit,
enjoy either a plush couch or two reception
chairs with cocktail table and reading lamp.
Additional in room amenities include
complimentary high-speed Internet access, 55”
flat screen TVs with over 100 HD channels, plush
custom bedding and in-room coffee and tea
maker.
7:30pm

Meet our artistic guide, (TBA), Helen Rigby, Dramarama Director and your fellow theater
aficionados in the lobby for a 7-minute walk to our Welcome Dinner at Philly hot spot Zahav . For
the third year in a row, Zahav won big at the James Beard Awards, the annual honors given out to
chefs, restaurants, and restaurateurs. The 11-year-old Israeli eatery in Society Hill, from star chef
Michael Solomonov and Steve Cook, was named outstanding restaurant at the 2019 James Beard
Awards ceremony in Chicago. It was the only winner from Philadelphia, and the first time Philly
received the outstanding restaurant award.
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7:45pm

Menu:

In the Beginning
Hummus-tehina house-baked pita
Salatim Moroccan carrots, Hungarian peppers, pickled
nappa cabbage, twice-cooked eggplant, beets with
tehina, cauliflower leaves

Chef ’s Selection of Mezze (due to the seasonality of
our menu, the selection below is solely an example)
Fried cauliflower labneh, garlic, mint, Aleppo Asparagus
preserved orange, feta, verbena Roasted rhubarb saffron, garlic labneh, Sicilian pistachios, spring
peas Crimini mushrooms broccolini, hazelnut
Selection of Three Entrees
Whole-roasted lamb shoulder slow cooked in pomegranate juice served with crispy Persian
wedding rice
Grilled eggplant cranberry beans, yellow harissa, braised almonds
Smoked chicken pickled vegetable salad, tehina
Dessert
Chocolate Konaf
Two glasses of wine accompany our meal.
You are welcome to order different beverage or additional wine at individual expense.
9:45pm

Walk with the group back to our hotel and enjoy a free evening in Philadelphia or sleep off the jet
lag! See you in the morning!

TUESDAY 4/14
7:00amFull breakfast in the hotel’s restaurant.
10:00am
10:00amMeet in our conference room (TBA) for an overview of the shows we will be seeing presented by
11:00am
our artistic guide/or actor chat led by our artistic guide.
11:00amHistorical Walking Tour.
1:30pm
6:00pm
Dinner on your own tonight. Suggestions forth coming.
7:20pm

Meet in the lobby of our hotel (or at the theater if you prefer) for an APP ride to the theater.

8:00pm

Performance: THE NICETIES by Eleanor Burgess
Interact Theatre
302 S Hicks St, Philadelphia, PA 19102
When a renowned history professor, Janine, and her brilliant student, Zoe, don’t see eye to eye
on Zoe’s thesis about the role slavery played in the American revolution, their conversation
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Post show

unexpectedly careens off course—and threatens to derail their careers, their lives and the status
quo. Two extraordinary women square off in a high-stakes debate over race, power, and who
gets the final word on how history is written. Provocative and blisteringly smart. – The Boston
Globe
Ride with the group back to our hotel. Hang out at the bar for a drink and post-show discussion
of the play.

WEDNESDAY 4/15
7:00amFull breakfast in the hotel’s restaurant.
10:00am
Free time to explore our neighborhood and visit one of the many museums like the Barnes
Museum or the Philadelphia Museum of Art.
3:15pm

Board our coach to head for People’s Light and Theatre Company.

7:30pm
.

Performance Hold These Truths by Jeanne Sakata
Steinbright Stage
People’s Light and Theater Company

10:15pm
Post Show

University of Washington student Gordon Hirabayashi struggles to reconcile his fervent belief in
the U.S. Constitution with the government’s orders to incarcerate all people of Japanese
ancestry on the West Coast, leading to the 1943 Supreme Court case, Hirabayashi v. United
States. "Surprisingly humorous and openhearted." - The Seattle Times
Board our bus to ride back to our hotel.
Night owls unite for a glass of wine and conversation about the play we just attended.

THURSDAY 4/16
7:00amFull breakfast in the hotel’s restaurant.
10:00am
10:00amMeet in our conference room (TBA) for a chat with a panel of actors who chose to make their
11:00am
careers in Philadelphia (and not New York!). Talk facilitated by our artistic guide.
11:00am
TBA
5:00pm

Meet in the lobby to walk to our optional group dinner. (TBA - pre-paid)

7:00pm
Run time:

Performance: The Wolves by Sarah Delappe ~ directed by Nell Bank-Jensen

85 minutes,
no
intermission

Philadelphia Theatre Company at Suzanne Roberts Theatre
480 S. Broad Street
Nine young women from a competitive high school soccer team. It’s a few weeks until
Nationals. Known simply by their jersey numbers, they push and train for games while also
navigating the trials and tribulations of their fast-changing lives. From Harry Potter to the Khmer
Rouge, from ambition to abortion, The Wolves is about life, love, and loss on and off the Astroturf.
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10:00pm
FRIDAY 4/17
7:00am9:00am
10:00am
12:30pm
3:00pm
5:00pm
8:00pm

Return to our hotel for wine and discussion of tonight’s theater experience.

Breakfast in our hotel.
Board our private coach for a ride to the Big Apple!
Arrive at 414 Hotel. Our rooms may be ready, if not grab lunch at one of the numerous
neighborhood restaurants while we wait.
Check-in and our New York whirlwind weekend begins!
Meet in the lobby for Happy Hour at 414! Dinner on your own tonight.
Performance: To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee ~ adapted by Alan Sorkin ~ directed by Bartlett
Sher
Shubert Theatre
225 W. 44th Street
Harper Lee’s Pulitzer Prize-Winning American classic To Kill a Mockingbird comes to Broadway in
a new adaptation by Aaron Sorkin, Directed by Bartlett Sher. Inspired by Lee’s own childhood in
Alabama, To Kill a Mockingbird features one of literature’s towering symbols of integrity and
righteousness in the character of Atticus Finch, based on Lee’s own father. The character of
Scout, based on herself, has come to define youthful innocence – and its inevitable loss – for
generation after generation of readers around the world.
Published in 1960, Harper Lee’s debut novel To Kill a Mockingbird was an immediate and
astonishing success. It won the Pulitzer Prize and quickly became a global phenomenon, with
more than 50 million copies in print to date. Considered one of the great classics of modern
American literature, the novel has never been out of print since its original publication.

9:45pm

Walk back to our hotel to join the group for wine and an informal discussion of the play.

SATURDAY 4/18
7:00amBreakfast in our hotel.
10:00am
10:00am
Meet in the lobby for a chat with a guest artist facilitated by our artistic guide.
1:00pm
Run time:
2hr & 35min
Including
intermission

Performance: The Lehman Trilogy by Stefano Massini ~ directed by Sam Mendes
Nederlander Theatre
208 W. 41st Street
Weaving together nearly two centuries of family history, this epic theatrical event charts the
humble beginnings, outrageous successes, and devastating failure of the financial institution that
would ultimately bring the global economy to its knees. The Lehman Trilogy, “a ticket worth
selling your gilt-edged securities for” (New York Times), is the quintessential story of western
capitalism, rendered through the lens of a single immigrant family. review
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5:45pm

Happy Hour at our Hotel!

8:00pm

Performance: 72 Miles to go… by Hilary Bettis ~ directed by Jo Bonney
Roundabout Theatre
Laura Pels Theatre
111 West 46th Street
Seventy-two miles. That’s the space between Nogales, Mexico and Tucson, Arizona—and the
world of distance that separates a mother at a shelter and her American-born husband and
children.
This premiere from Juilliard playwright Hilary Bettis (“The Americans”) follows a splintered family
over 10 years of strength, struggle and love, as they face the profoundly personal drama of
immigration.

SUNDAY 4/19
7:00amBreakfast in our hotel.
10:00am
10:00am –
Artist chat/walking tour/museum
11:00am
TBA
Free Time! Not enough theater? Want to see more? Let me know when you register if there is a
particular additional show you would like to see, and I will ask my “contact” to purchase the
tickets for you – without those huge fees! A small donation to her will be added for her service.
5:45pm
Happy Hour at our Hotel!
7:15pm

MONDAY 4/20
7:00am11:00am

Farewell Dinner at a well-known New York restaurant: three courses and 2 glasses of wine to end
our drama-filled week in the Big Apple.

Breakfast in our hotels. Check out is at 11:00am and we depart for home.
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